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REPORT   OF  THE   PROCEEDINGS 

OF    THE 

Pennsylvania- German  Society 

AT     ITS 

NINTH   ANNUAL   MEETING 

Held  at  Ephrata,  Pa. 
On  Friday,  October  20,    1899 


^^HE  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  held  its  usual 
Vi^  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Cocalico  on  the  even- 
ing of  October  19th,  for  the  transaction  of  its  regular  busi- 
ness. 

Morning  Session. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania-German 
Society  was  held  in  Bethany  Reformed  Church,  Ephrata, 
Pa.,  one  of  the  oldest  congregations  of  Lancaster  County, 
on  Friday,  October  20,  1899,  and  was  called  to  order  by 
the  President,  E.  W.  S.  Parthemore,  Esq.,  at  9:30  A.  M. 
The  Rev.  David  M.  Gilbert,  D.D.,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
then  offered  the  opening  prayer. 
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Invocation. 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  Thou  who  art  the  king 
eternal,  immortal  and  invisible,  the  only  wise  God,  we 
humbly  lift  our  hearts  unto  Thee  in  adoration  and  praise. 
Thou  art  worthy  to  be  held  in  reverence  by  all  the  children 
of  men,  for  Thou  art  good  to  all,  as  well  as  infinitely 
great,  and  Thy  tender  mercies  are  over  all  Thy  works. 
For  all  the  innumerable  blessings,  temporal  and  spiritual, 
which  Thou  hast  so  freely  and  constantly  bestowed  on  us 
we  call  upon  our  souls  and  all  that  is  within  us  to  bless  and 
magnify  Thy  name. 

We  thank  Thee  especially  for  the  revelation  of  Thyself 
which  Thou  hast  graciously  given  us  in  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord ;  for  the  assurance  that  Thou  desirest  not  the  death 
of  any  ;  and  for  the  infinite  love  which  prompted  the  send- 
ing of  Thy  Son  into  the  world  that  we  might  be  saved 
from  wrath  through  Him.  Grant  us  grace,  we  beseech 
Thee,  that  we  may  all  trustingly  accept  the  offers  of 
Thy  love ;  that  we  may  ever  have  comfort  and  peace 
in  Thee. 

Command  Thy  blessing,  O  Thou  God  of  the  nations, 
on  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Look  with  favor,  we  es- 
pecially pray  Thee,  upon  our  beloved  country,  giving 
guidance  and  help  to  all  our  people  and  to  all  who  are  in 
authority,  to  the  end  that  we  may  make  right  use  of  our 
privileges  and  opportunities,  and  faithfully  meet  in  Thy 
fear  all  the  responsibilities  which  are  upon  us.  We  thank 
Thee  that  our  lives  have  been  cast  in  such  pleasant  places  ; 
that  we  have  so  goodly  a  heritage  in  this  land  of  civil  and 
religious  freedom.  As  Thou  didst  walk  with  our  fathers, 
whose  history  we  delight  to  recall,  so  ever  walk  Thou,  we 
pray,  with  us ;   cause  Thy  glory  to  dwell  among  us,  and 
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may  mercy  and  truth,  righteousness  and  peace  everywhere 
prevail. 

We  invoke  Thy  blessing  upon  the  Association  in  whose 
interests  we  are  met  and  upon  all  the  proceedings  in  which 
we  may  here  engage.  As  we  rehearse  the  story  and  seek  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  our  honored  ancestry,  may  we  be 
moved  to  avoid  their  weaknesses  and  emulate  their  virtues. 

Visit,  we  entreat  Thee  our  Heavenly  Father,  with  the 
consolations  of  Thy  word  and  grace  all  who  in  Thy  provi- 
dence have  been  bereaved  by  the  taking  away  of  those 
who  have  gone  from  among  us  during  the  past  year,  and 
grant  that  we  who  remain  may  be  enabled  so  to  live  that 
when  our  end  comes  we  may  calmly  depart  this  life  in  the 
assured  hope  of  a  better,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
who  hath  taught  us  to  pray — "  Our  Father  who  art  in 
heaven ;  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  kingdom  come ; 
Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this 
day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us,  and  lead  us  not  into 
temptation ;  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for  Thine  is  the 
kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

Address  of  Welcome. 

The  following  cordial  address  of  welcome  was  then  de- 
livered by  Dr.  J.  F.  Mentzer  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  and 
resident  members  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Pennsylvania- German 
Society : 

It  is  my  pleasant  privilege  this  morning  to  tender  to  you 
the  salutations  and  greetings  of  the  citizens  of  Ephrata 
and  in  their   name  to  extend   to  you  a  sincere  and   cordial 
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welcome.  We  not  only  esteem  it  a  distinguished  honor  to 
have  you  meet  in  our  midst,  but  hope  to  express,  by  our 
best  efforts  for  your  comfort  and  entertainment,  the  pleasure 
your  presence  affords  us. 

Lancaster  County,  we  feel  sure,  is  eminently  entitled  to 
the  presence  of  your  Society  today.  Being  in  great  part 
settled  by  Germans  during  three-fourths  of  the  eighteenth 
century ;  being  the  mother,  as  it  were,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania-German counties  of  this  commonwealth,  established 
in  the  year  1729  with  vast  boundaries  extending  from  the 
Octorara  stream  on  the  south ;  on  the  east  where  the 
Schuylkill  .flows  past  the  city  of  Reading  ;  on  the  north 
where  the  cities  of  Shamokin  and  Sunbury  now  stand, 
and  on  the  west  only  by  the  Allegheny  Mountains  includ- 
ing a  territory  which  today  comprises  the  counties  of  Lan- 
caster, Lebanon,  Dauphin,  York,  Cumberland  and  Adams 
and  parts  of  Berks,  Schuylkill,  Columbia,  Perry  and 
Franklin  counties. 

Of  all  places  within  this  vast  German  territory,  and,  I 
might  add,  within  eastern  Pennsylvania,  no  place  more  im- 
portant and  interesting  has  heretofore  been  chosen  for  your 
meetings  than  Ephrata — an  early  center  of  classical  learn- 
ing and  the  birthplace  of  art  and  music  peculiar  to  itself. 
When,  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1732,  John  Conrad 
Beissel  placed  his  foot  upon  this  soil  on  the  borders  of  Co- 
calico  Creek  and  accepted  the  hospitality  of  Emanuel 
Ekerlin,  who  had  preceded  him,  he  never  even  imagined, 
and  much  less  contemplated  (if  we  accept  his  words),  the 
establishment  of  any  religious  society  or  religio-educa- 
tional  institution.  The  whole  thing  was  "  against  his  con- 
science," and  not  as  he  had  contemplated.  He  was  im- 
bued with  the  full  idea  of  leading  a  hermit's  life.  In  this 
wilderness,  as  it  then  was,  "  he  fixed  himself  as  though  he 
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intended  to  live  apart  from  men  to  the  end  of  his  days." 
He  cleared  and  cultivated  a  small  tract  of  land,  and  when 
not  engaged  with  his  crude  hoe  he  was  at  work  in  a  liter- 
ary way  and  wrote  a  beautiful  hymn  entitled  "  O,  Blessed 
Life  of  Loneliness,  When  All  Creation  Silence  Keeps." 
Naturally,  no  man,  however,  with  as  fertile  a  mind  as  that 
of  Beissel's,  with  the  magnetism  and  the  spirituality  he  pos- 
sessed at  that  early  day,  even  in  the  wilderness  he  had 
selected  for  seclusion,  could  be  passed  unnoticed  and  be 
forgotten  by  former  acquaintances.  The  influences  he  left 
behind  him  at  Conestoga  or  Mill  Creek  and  Germantown, 
and  even  across  the  Atlantic,  would  not  be  subdued,  and 
very  soon  his  plans  were  frustrated.  His  former  friends 
insisted  upon  his  companionship  and  leadership  again,  and 
from  this  then  sprung  Ephrata — the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Society  of  Ephrata,  and  lastly  this  modern  town  of  Ephrata, 
as  we  see  it  today.  I  will  ask,  therefore,  your  kind  in- 
dulgence while  I  will  briefly  refer  to  and  name  the  princi- 
pal characters  which  had  to  do  in  making  this  Society  of 
Ephrata  world-famous,  and  of  which  so  much  has  been 
written  and  is  being  more  profusely  written  of  today  by 
one  of  our  most  worthy  members,  Mr.  Julius  F.  Sachse. 
We,  as  Pennsylvania-Germans,  can  point  with  pride  to  the 
achievements  of  these  people,  and  the  more  we  learn  of 
their  sincerity  the  greater  our  admiration  of  them,  as  you 
will  find,  I  will  first  refer  to  John  Conrad  Beissel,  student, 
mathematician,  author  and  composer  of  music,  teacher  of 
Gothic  and  ornamental  penmanship  and  instructor  in  the 
art  of  self-production.  Was  born  in  the  year  1690  at 
Eberbach,  on  the  Neckar,  in  the  Palatinate.  He  was  in 
his  youth  at  first  an  apprenticed  and  afterward  journeyman 
baker ;  later  an  evangelist,  and  later  still  the  founder,  first 
superintendent  and  the  chief  spirit  in  the  establishment  of 
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the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Society  of  Ephrata.  He  ruled 
and  was  their  spiritual  adviser  for  a  period  of  thirty-six 
years.  He  composed  not  less  than  one  thousand  tunes. 
His  printed  hymns  number  441,  and  his  printed  discourses 
66,  besides  other  literary  matter,  such  as  spiritual  letters, 
of  which  there  were  73.  On  July  6,  1768,  with  his  face 
turned  to  the  east,  as  it  had  ever  been  in  spiritual  con- 
cerns, he  fell  asleep,  aged  77  years  and  4  months. 

Rev.  John  Peter  Miller,  theologian  and  scholar,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Heidelberg  University,  was  born  in  Oberamt  Lan- 
tern, Germany.  He  was  the  second  superintendent  of  the 
Society,  the  most  learned,  and  ranks  second  in  importance 
in  matters  relating  to  the  Society.     He  died  in  1796. 

John  Conrad  Weiser,  magistrate,  Indian  interpreter  and 
scholar,  was  third  in  prominence  in  this  list  relating  to  the 
Society,  and  through  his  influence  Peter  Miller  became 
acquainted  with  and  was  introduced  into  the  Society. 

Michael  Wohlfahrt,  Christian  philosopher  and  author 
and  the  companion  of  Beissel,  was  fourth.  Ludwig  Blum, 
teacher  and  composer  of  music,  and  Ludwig  Hocker, 
exhorter  and  founder  of  the  first  Sabbath  school,  were  next 
in  importance. 

Benedict  Yuchly,  a  rich  young  Swiss  from  Kilchery- 
turnen  in  the  district  of  Berne,  who  endowed  the  institu- 
tion ;  the  Ekerlin  brothers  as  Stewarts  and  priors ;  the 
Eicher  sisters  as  mother  superior  and  sister — these  among 
others  of  which  my  time  will  not  allow  mention  composed 
the  chief  spirits  during  the  most  active  and  chief  educa- 
tional period  of  the  Society.  The  music  of  the  Society 
was  unique  and  had  a  wide  reputation  for  its  beauty  and 
originality.  In  determining  the  place  in  history  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania-German this  institution  plays  no  small  part.  As 
we   perceive  that  in  the  divine  economy  wars  have  had 
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their  places,  their  uses,  their  results  we  believe  the  clash 
among  the  moral  forces  resemble  those  of  the  physical  in 
the  strife  between  good  and  evil.  This  society  in  sum- 
ming up  its  standards  stood  for  a  higher  education  of  the 
sexes.  Purity,  lifting  up  society  from  savagery,  opposition 
to  slavery  and  to  cruelty  to  animals,  to  evolve  beauty  and 
order  out  of  disorder  and  chaos  ;  honesty  and  simplicity 
like  the  shining  stars  of  the  heavens,  and  last  but  not  least, 
for  higher  musical  culture  in  America.  Again,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent and  gentlemen  of  the  Society  I  bid  you  welcome. 

Response  to  the  Address  of  Welcome. 
The  response   for  the  Society  to  this   kindly  welcome 
was  most  ably  and  appropriately  made  by  the  Rev.  Henry 
T.  Spangler,  D.D.,  President  of  Ursinus  College. 

Honored  President   and  Members   of  the  Pennsylvania- 
German  Society : 

In  response  to  the  cordial  and  richly  reminiscent  address 
with  which  we  have  been  welcomed  to  this  historic  town, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  recall  the  feelings  of  uncertainty  ex- 
perienced in  the  days  of  childhood  when  visiting  the  homes 
of  revered  grandparents  or  honored  sires  in  the  community. 
There  was  the  dread  of  close  contact  with  persons  and 
surroundings  separated  from  the  boy  by  age  and  time, 
which  neither  proffered  friendship  nor  the  remembrance  of 
early  kindnesses  could  dispel.  There  was  the  pleasurable 
anticipation  of  unnumbered  and  unanalyzed  delights  con- 
jured into  life  by  the  unrestrained  freedom  of  childish 
imagination. 

Here  we  are  today  in  a  town  speaking  to  us  of  a  distant 
past  whose  story  is  not  only  dimmed  by  age,  but  weird 
with  strange  belief  and  ascetic  life.     We  pause  upon  the 
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threshold,  uncertain  of  this  past,  because  it  is  unfamiliar. 
Its  significance  has  not  been  exhausted  by  tracing  the  inci- 
dents of  its  developments.  What  does  it  say  to  us  of  the 
possibilities  locked  up  in  the  depths  of  the  Pennsylvania- 
German  mind  and  heart,  struggling  so  early  for  full  ex- 
pression, but  destined  to  failure  because  of  its  mental,  if 
not  moral  astigmatism.  Who  will  unlock  these  depths 
and  cause  them  to  shine  forth  before  all  the  world  in  the 
vigor  and  wealth  of  beauty  they  must  disclose  to  yield  to 
the  race  their  quota  of  enrichment  in  life  and  character? 

The  day  has  in  store  for  us  its  full  promise  of  good  fel- 
lowship, of  intellectual  exaltation  and  social  satisfaction. 
We  are  good  livers  and  high  thinkers.  Our  hearts  glow 
with  the  warmth  and  wealth  of  family  affection.  We  are 
at  least  certain  of  each  other.  We  are  all  Pennsylvanians, 
if  not  in  creed,  in  blood  and  feeling.  Our  Society,  whose 
Proceedings  are  published  in  finer  form  than  those  of  any 
kindred  association,  will  not  spread  an  inferior  intellectual 
feast  at  the  place  where  the  bookmaker's  art  so  early  flour- 
ished. Nor  will  the  inner  man  suffer  in  the  superbly 
equipped  hostelry  of  our  host  from  Lancaster,  the  fame  of 
whose  generous  board  covers  the  State. 

We  shall  roam  about  this  place,  observe  its  ancient  land- 
marks, drink  its  health-giving  waters,  test  the  genuineness 
of  its  viands,  cement  our  friendship,  extend  our  acquaint- 
ance and  after  listening  to  the  addresses,  return  to  our 
homes  to  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  advent  of  the 
beautifully  printed  and  embellished  pages  of  the  superb 
volumes  of  the  Proceedings.  In  these  substantial  ways 
we  shall  interpret  the  cordiality  of  your  welcome,  trusting 
the  visit  of  the  Society  to  Ephrata  may  not  be  without 
value  to  the  quaint  home  of  the  earliest  way-marks  of  the 
stock  we  represent. 
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Remarks  by  Dr.  D.  Rhine  Hertz. 
At  this   point  a   most  pleasant  episode  occurred.     Dr. 
D.    Rhine   Hertz,  of  Ephrata,  having   requested   permis- 
sion to  make  a  few  remarks,  which  was  granted  by  the 
President,  spoke  as  follows. 

Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Pennsylvania-Gerniari 
Society : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :  You  will  pardon  me  for 
breaking  in  upon  your  deliberations  at  this  time,  but  as  all 
well  regulated  organizations  have  their  business,  it  falls  to 
my  duty  as  a  member  of  the  local  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments for  the  meeting  of  this  Society  in  our  borough  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  entertainment  we  have  provided 
for  you  during  your  short  stay  with  us  today.  First,  we 
have  just  about  one  mile  south  of  this  borough,  what  is 
known  as  the  '*  Old  Bethany  Church,"  one  of  the  first 
preaching  stations  in  this  community,  known  as  early  as 
1732,  and  organized  August,  1735,  as  can  be  seen  by  the 
tablet  over  the  door  of  this  church  where  we  now  meet. 
The  building  to  be  seen  there  now  is,  as  far  as  we  know,  the 
fourth  one  erected  on  that  beautiful  spot ;  the  first  we  are 
told  was  a  log  house  with  ground  floor,  one  door  and  small 
windows ;  the  one  previous  to  the  present  one  was  a 
large  two-story  building  with  high  gallery  around  three 
sides,  and  a  churn  pulpit.  Several  years  since  the  upper 
story  was  taken  down  and  the  house  remodeled  to  the  one- 
room  building  it  now  is.  The  burying  ground  adjoining 
contains  the  remains  of  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
country,  the  first  members  of  the  congregation  and  one 
of  the  first  pastors,  and  while  we  do  not  boast  of  large 
and  fine,  expensive  monuments,  yet  we  claim  it  a  very 
historic  spot.     The  history  of  this  church  is  of  much  im- 
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portance  and  interest  to  Pennsylvania-Germans.  The 
tablet  over  the  door  of  this  building  in  which  we  now  are 
assembled  gives  us  the  names  of  the  pastors  and  the  time 
they  served  the  congregation  dating  from  1735  to  the  pres- 
ent day.  The  Bethany  Reformed  congregation  of  that 
church  a  few  years  ago  purchased  this  property  and  moved 
into  this  church. 

Again,  just  outside  of  the  borough  limits  to  the  west  are 
the  cloister  buildings,  the  settlement  of  Conrad  Beissel  where 
were  nursed  many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  two 
hundred  of  whom  died  and  are  buried  on  the  hill  near  by, 
to  whose  memory  it  is  proposed  to  build  a  monument.  To 
the  north  are  the  "Clair  Point"  stock  farms  which  is  a 
pleasant  place  to  visit  especially  for  one  who  takes  an  inter- 
est in  fine  horses.  We  boast,  and  justly  so,  of  having  some 
of  the  finest  horses  in  the  State,  and  one  of  the  best,  if  not 
the  best,  training  course  in  the  country.  We  mention  this 
particularly  because  right  there,  it  is  said,  was  one  of  the 
first  buildings  erected  in  this  locality ;  it  is  the  site  of  the 
first  fulling  mill,  and  one  very  old  building  is  still  to  be 
seen  there. 

The  committee  have  prepared  carriages  to  take  the  mem- 
bers and  their  ladies  to  these  places  at  any  time  during  the 
afternoon  and  immediately  after  the  meeting  adjourns  this 
P.  M.  coaches  will  be  at  the  door  for  your  accommodation. 

The  committee  have  also  prepared  this  small  yet  appro- 
priate badge,  which  we  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to 
the  members  of  your  Society,  not  forgetting  the  ladies 
whose  presence  we  enjoy,  as  a  memento  of  the  occasion 
and  in  appreciation  of  the  pleasure  your  visit  with  us  af- 
fords. We  hope  you  will  receive  it  in  the  spirit  with  which 
it  is  given  and  may  your  visit  be  such  that  you  can  always 
look  upon  this  badge  with  pleasure  and  fond  recollections 
of  the  day  spent  in  Ephrata. 
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Mr.  President  :  On  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
Ephrata  Monument  Association  I  have  the  honoY,  as  well 
as  the  pleasure,  to  present  through  you  to  this  Society  this 
gavel.  Will  you  receive  and  the  Society  preserve  it? 
This  gavel  comes  not  from  the  local  committee  of  your 
Society  but  from  the  Committee  of  the  Monument  Asso- 
ciation. It  may  be  just  to  say  that  each  of  these  commit- 
tees, the  local  committee  of  this  Society  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Monument  Association,  are  separate  and 
distinct,  and  each  composed  of  seven  members.  It  so 
happens  that  four  of  the  members  belong  to  both  com- 
mittees. 

While  the  MonumentAssociation  have  no  direct  claim  upon 
or  connection  with  this  meeting  today  they  still  appreciate 
your  presence  in  our  midst  and  as  a  matter  of  history  ask 
this  pleasure.  This  gavel  is  made  from  wood  taken  from 
the  building  Kedar,  which  building  had  been  used  as  a 
hospital  for  the  soldiers  of  the  Battle  of  the  Brandywine, 
fought  September  11,  1777,  many  of  them  having  died  of 
wounds  received  and  some  of  camp  fever. 

After  their  death  and  burial  and  the  dismissal  of  those 
who  recovered,  the  Society  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists 
condemned  the  building  and  had  it  torn  down.  Dr.  Jacob 
Konigmacher,  then  a  member  of  the  Society  and  a  tanner 
by  trade,  procured  the  lumber  and  erected  a  building  near 
by  to  store  his  bark.  The  piece  of  timber  from  which  this 
gavel  has  been  made  was  originally  twenty  feet  long  and 
eight  by  ten  inches  thick.  It  has  been  used  in  three  dif- 
ferent buildings  and  through  five  generations  of  the  Kon- 
igmacher family  until  it  now  is  the  property  of  Jacob 
Konigmacher,  a  member  of  both  these  committees  and  also 
treasurer  of  both.  It  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  years 
since  first  used  in  the  erection  of  a  building,  and  then  as  a 
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girder.     When  this  gavel  sounds  the  closing  of  your  meet- 
ings may  the  members  acknowledge 

God  is  wisdom.     God  is  strength. ! 
Love,  Truth  and  Charity  all  in  one. 
He  gives  us  power  and  controls 
The  work  that  here  is  done. 

I  thank  you. 

At  the  request  of  the  President  the  Rev.  Theodore  E. 
Schmauk,  D.D.,  made  most  fitting  acknowledgment  of  the 
kind  words  just  spoken  and  of  the  very  interesting  and  val- 
uable presentation  made. 

President's  Address. 
The  President  then  delivered  the  following  annual  ad- 
dress. 

Ladies   and   Gentlemen^    Members  of  the  Pennsylvania- 

German  Society : 

Article  five,  first  section  of  your  By-Laws  provides  that 
one  of  the  duties  of  the  President  of  your  society  is  "to 
deliver  an  address  at  the  annual  meeting."  As  you  are 
aware,  I  am  your  President  by  the  selection  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  as  the  gentleman  who  was  selected  a  year 
ago  declined  to  serve,  now  in  complying  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution  and  the  delivering  of  an  annual 
address,  I  hardly  know  what  is  expected  of  me.  As  be- 
fore stated  I  have  only  been  your  President  for  a  portion 
of  the  year,  and  possibly  you  will  only  look  for  a  part  of  an 
address.  Again,  you  have  had  eight  different  persons  for 
Presidents,  and  in  looking  over  the  respective  annual  ad- 
dresses I  must  confess  that  they  have  covered  the  field  so 
completely,  that  I  know  not  where  to  begin,  what  to  say, 
or  where  to  end. 
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Nine  years  ago  we  held  our  first  meeting  almost  within 
the  shadow  of  the  place  where  we  meet  today,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that,  with  almost  the  first  decade  of  our  exist- 
ence passed  by,  we  have  chosen  a  fitting  place  for  our 
annual  pilgrimage  here  in  Lancaster  County.  Here  on  the 
banks  of  the  Cocalico  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlements  of 
the  Germans  in  America,  and  surely  among  the  first  places 
where  classic  learning  was  enjoyed,  and  early  paper-mak- 
ing started  and  music  cultivated.  Here  possibly,  more 
than  anywhere  else,  in  the  early  history  of  this  great  coun- 
try was  printing  and  book-making  carried  on  in  all  its 
branches,  and  go  where  you  will  into  the  families  descended 
from  Pennsylvania-German  parents,  be  they  Mennonite 
or  Dunkard,  Reformed  or  Lutheran,  Evangelical  or  United 
Brethren  in  Christ,  you  will  find  some  one  of  the  publica- 
tions of  the  German  press  of  Ephrata.  The  simple  story 
of  the  printing  of  the  "Testimonies  of  Spiritual  Life"  in 
1745;  "Apples  of  Gold  in  Shells  of  Silver"  and  "The 
Earnest  Duty  of  Christians"  in  the  same  year;  "The 
Turtle  Dove"  in  1747;  "The  Martyr  Book"  in  1747  and 
1748  with  many  others,  issued  here  in  the  early  history  of 
this  country  must  not  only  put  to  rest  but  to  shame  the 
slanderous  author  who  describes  the  Pennsylvania-German 
as  "Ignorant  and  a  set  of  Boors."  I  know  of  no  place 
where  we  have  hitherto  met  in  the  past  to  which  geograph- 
ically or  historically  we  can  lay  better  claim  than  among  the 
descendants  of  the  early  German  settlers  on  the  Cocalico, 
a  people  widely  noted  for  their  industry,  thrift  and  intelli- 
gence. 

Right  here  I  want  to  lay  claim  to  the  birth  of  the  first 
Sabbath  school  ever  organized,  and  that  too  by  a  German, 
and  long  before  Robert  Raikes  thought  of  gathering  the 
children  together  on  the  Lord's  Day  for  religious  instruc- 
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sion,  at  Gloucester,  England.  Yonder,  scarcely  a  mile 
toward  the  setting  sun,  in  the  ancient  God's  Acre  is  a  time- 
stained,  moss-covered  tombstone,  with  this  inscription  : 

HiER    RUHET 

Bruder 
Obed 

SONST 

LuDwiG  Hooker 

Starb  July  den  25 

Anne  1793  Alt  75 

JaHRE    II    MONAT. 

The  stone  having  the  above  inscription  stands  at  the 
grave  of  the  organizer  of  the  first  school  in  the  world 
where  children  were  gathered  for  religious  instruction  on 
the  Lord's  day,  and  known  today  as  Sabbath  school. 

What  a  glorious  heritage  for  us,  the  descendants  of  Ger- 
man ancestry,  to  lay  claim  to  one  of  our  race  who  raised 
so  great  a  harvest  from  the  little  seed  sown  here  in  such  a 
noble  work,  where  the  children  for  so  many  generations 
were  brought  together  and  taught  the  simple  story  of  Jesus 
and  his  love.  Many  in  that  great  day  will  rise  up  and  call 
him  blessed. 

Ludwig  Hocker,  here,  as  early  as  the  year  1740  brought 
the  children  together  on  the  Lord's  day  and  instructed  them 
out  of  the  Bible,  by  having  verses  written  and  afterwards 
printed  on  cards  from  which  they  committed  them  to  mem- 
ory. Yet  it  remained  for  Robert  Raikes  to  have  the  credit  of 
establishing  the  first  Sunday-school,  which  was  forty  years 
after  the  Hocker  school  was  started  among  the  pious  set- 
tlers on  the  Cocalico.  There  can  only  be  two  reasons  why 
Raikes  received  this  distinguished  credit  and  not  Hocker. 
First,  because  the  former  was  an  Englishman  and  the  latter 
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a  German  who  never  received  the  credit  due.  Secondly, 
because  like  all  acts  of  our  forefathers,  they  were  too 
modest,  being  content  with  the  result.  For  this  reason 
we,  the  scions  of  the  German  forefathers,  have  organized 
this  Society ;  and  this  brings  me  to  the  only  point  I  wish 
to  dwell  on. 

In  our  constitution  the  primary  objects  of  this  Society  is 
twofold;  in  the  main  '*  History  and  Genealogy."  It  is  of 
the  latter  I  wish  to  speak.  As  to  the  former,  you  have  had 
most  excellent  papers  and  no  doubt  today  some  of  our 
masters  in  the  line  of  the  history  of  the  Germans  in  Penn- 
sylvania will  give  you  good  dissertations.  That  of  Gene- 
alogy must  remain  for  the  future  essayist,  although  it  is 
true  there  are  possibly  as  many  published  works  of  different 
German  families  as  of  any  other  race  connected  with  our 
Pennsylvania  history  and  yet  these  are  too  few.  What  a 
noble  study ;  what  a  fascinating  work,  when  once  started 
in  the  mind  of  a  descendant  who  has  been  taught  at  his 
maternal  knee  to  honor  his  father  and  his  mother.  As 
today  no  admirer  of  an  animal  will  think  of  making  a 
purchase,  unless  he  has  first  read  its  pedigree,  so  no 
son  or  daughter  is  worthy  of  a  surname  unless  he  knows 
from  whence  he  or  she  derives  his  or  her  descent.  Many 
times  have  we  heard  the  remark  *'it  matters  not  to  me  who 
was  my  ancestor."  The  first  chapter  of  the  Book  of 
Books  tells  of  the  creation,  and  following,  viz  :  the  sec- 
ond chapter,  of  the  Sabbath,  the  third  chapter  of  the  fall 
of  man,  the  fourth  the  birth,  etc.,  of  man;  and  the  fifth 
chapter  —  What?  The  genealogy  of  man.  Why  so 
early?  In  the  beginning  we  are  given  a  lesson  on  this 
very  topic.  I  do  not  often  quote  from  New  England  his- 
tory or  from  Yankee  historians,  but  pardon  me.  One 
of  their  distinguished  men  writes  what  is   appropriate  to 
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this  subject:  "The  study  of  family  history  elevates  and 
ennobles  the  nature  of  man,  and  lifts  it  up  to  a  truer  and 
nobler  life.  To  know  nothing  of  our  ancestry  or  from 
whence  we  came,  to  have  no  reverence  for  the  precious 
memories  of  the  past  or  an  interest  in  those  who  are  to  suc- 
ceed us  in  the  battle  of  life,  is  to  ignore  the  element  and 
influences  that  have  made  us  what  we  are,  to  repudiate  the 
natural  instincts  and  affections  of  the  human  heart,  and  to 
suppress  the  aspirations  and  hopes  of  a  soul  that  is  to  course 
on  through  endless  cycles  of  eternity.  And  what  more 
precious  testimonial  of  your  love  of  kindred  and  home  can 
you  leave,  than  that  which  provides  for  the  transmission 
of  the  history  of  your  ancestors,  yourself  and  your  family 
to  future  generations?  Who  so  dead  to  sympathy  and 
affection,  to  kindred  and  country,  that  would  not  preserve 
the  record  of  his  ancestors,  the  place  of  his  birth,  the  home 
of  his  childhood,  and  the  sacred  spot  where  repose  the 
loved  and  lost  ones  of  earth?" 

Not  so  very  long  ago,  in  tracing  up  a  family  allied  to 
my  own,  I  found  I  was  running  into  the  family  to  which 
our  first  Secretary  belonged,  and  while  some  members  of 
that  family  had  gathered  a  disconnected  genealogy,  neither 
could  the  author  nor  our  agreeable  friend  give  the  name, 
birth  and  death  of  the  progenitor  of  this  particular  an- 
cestor. It  so  happened  that  I  was  in  the  burial  place  of 
one  of  the  oldest  churches  in  Lebanon  county,  where,  lo 
and  behold,  I  found  the  tombstone  of  this  very  individual. 
I  have  long  ago  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  possible 
for  you,  for  any  one,  to  start  with  but  few  facts,  and  yet, 
by  patient  research,  earnestly  imbued  with  love  for  the 
work,  be  able  to  dig  out  and  construct  a  genealogy  of  any 
of  our  early  families. 

Some  years  ago  I  visited  one  of  the  loveliest  valleys  in 
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my  native  county,  chiefly  settled  by  Pennsylvania-Ger- 
mans, and  in  making  a  transcript  of  the  tombstones  to  pre- 
serve the  inscriptions  from  the  tooth  of  time  and  careless- 
ness of  the  descendants,  I  was  amused  to  find  the  surname 
of  a  family  spelled  three  different  ways.  The  first  was 
Schoff stall  (meaning  sheep  stable).  Going  on  with  my 
copying  I  soon  found  Schoffimstall  (the  sheep  in  the 
stable)  ;  and  the  last  was  in  the  shape  of  a  question  and 
answered  Imschoff stall.  Upon  inquiry  I  was  informed 
that  it  was  one  and  the  same  family,  and  yet  some  never 
knew  they  were  related  because  of  the  transposition  of  the 
name.  Hence  how  important  the  necessity  for  the  study  of 
genealogy. 

If  we  had  a  complete  system  of  genealogy  in  our  State 
it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  attorneys  in  trying  suits 
before  our  juries  and  avoiding  jurors  who  are  related  to  the 
parties  to  the  suits  in  court. 

But  I  have  given  you  enough  ;  and  no  doubt  you  will 
agree  with  me  in  the  importance  of  the  study  of  this  work, 
while  it  remains  for  you  who  have  never  begun  this  branch 
of  historic  labor  to  do  it,  and  if  you  do  so  it  will  not  be  long 
until  the  honest  and  truthful  chronicler  of  events  will  give 
credit  to  the  members  of  this  Society  for  having  full  and 
complete  family  genealogies  of  the  Pennsylvania-Germans. 

I  thank  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for 
the  position  I  occupy  today,  and  you,  the  members  of  this 
Society,  for  your  patience  in  hearing  this,  the  ninth  annual 
President's  address. 
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Secretary's  Report,  Year  Ending  October  20,  1899. 

Following  the  President's  address  came  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Secretary,  H.  M.  M.  Richards. 

Gentlemen :  It  is  a  source  of  great  and  sincere  pleasure 
to  me  that  I  have  been  permitted  to  resume  my  duties  as 
your  Secretary  and  to  be  present  with  you  at  one  more  of 
our  annual  gatherings.  This  pleasure  is  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  thought  that,  in  the  performance  of  one  of  these 
duties,  the  presentation  of  an  annual  report,  I  can  find 
nothing  of  which  to  complain,  but  everything  of  which  we 
may  justly  feel  proud.  So  well  has  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee managed  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  so  quietly,  un- 
interruptedly and  yet  surely  has  it  been  moving  on  towards 
the  high  mark  for  which  we  are  ever  striving,  and  so  de- 
servedly successful  have  we  been  in  all  our  undertakings 
that  there  is  no  room  left  to  me  for  criticism,  nor  even  cause 
for  suggestion  or  advice. 

Another  volume  of  our  publications  has  just  been  com- 
pleted. Those  who  have  had  opportunity  to  examine  it 
will  voice,  with  me,  what  must  surely  be  the  sentiment  of 
the  entire  membership,  that  it  is  in  every  way  worthy  of 
us,  that  it  compares  more  than  favorably  with  those  which 
have  preceded  it,  that  it  is  a  great  credit  to  its  already 
justly  celebrated  authors,  and  that  it  adds  materially  to  the 
honors  already  accorded  our  Society.  None,  so  well  as 
myself,  are  in  a  position  to  realize  what  favorable  opinions 
have  been  expressed,  from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world, 
with  regard  to  the  papers  which  already  are  embodied  in 
our  "  History  of  Pennsylvania,  as  Developed  under  Ger- 
man Influence,"  and  how  eagerly  the  reading  public  await 
our  future  publications. 

Our  membership  now  foots  up  the  encouraging  total  of 
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326,  including  our  surviving  two  honorary  members.  We 
have  taken  into  our  ranks  55  additional  gentlemen  during 
the  year,  and  have  before  us  a  number  of  applications  await- 
ing action  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Committee.  This 
membership  embraces  not  only  the  entire  union,  from  its 
northern  boundaries  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean  to  the  Pacific,  but  also  Canada,  Germany,  Mex- 
ico, the  West  Indies,  South  America  and  the  Philippine 
Islands.  The  honor  of  becoming  enrolled  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  Pennsylvania-German  Society  is  eagerly  sought 
by  those  who  honor  us  by  their  connection  with  us.  It 
remains  for  those  present  to  fully  appreciate  our  goodly 
heritage. 

The  Executive  Committee  has  under  consideration  the 
project  of  issuing,  from  time  to  time,  in  addition  to  our 
annual  historical  publications,  a  volume  of  Pennsylvania- 
German  genealogies  ;  also,  in  a  separate  volume,  full  church 
records  of  our  old  congregations.  The  members  are  re- 
quested to  present  the  Society  with  complete  and  authentic 
family  data  in  their  possession,  as  well  as  with  transcripts 
of  such  church  records  as  they  may  be  able  to  obtain,  to 
aid  in  this  valuable  work.  In  addition  to  this  they  are 
requested  to  see  that  the  family  records  on  each  application 
for  membership  are  as  complete  as  possible  before  signing 
the  same  and  forwarding  to  the  Secretary. 

Death  has  not  spared  us.  During  the  year  we  have  suf- 
fered the  loss  of  five  of  our  active  members,  together  with 
the  Hon.  James  W.  Latimer  and  Dr.  Charles  J.  Stille  on 
the  list  of  honorary  members.  The  grim  reaper  is  ever 
anxious  to  harvest  of  the  best  and  has  made  no  exception 
in  our  case.  He  has  removed  from  us  many  who  could 
illy  be  spared  and  whose  absence  will  be  greatly  felt.  So 
much  the  more  does  it  behoove  us,  their  survivors,  to  take 
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up  and  finish  the  work  they  have  so  well  begun.  May  the 
God  of  our  fathers,  who  led  them  through  the  trials  and 
dangers  of  the  past,  guide  us,  their  children,  through  the 
uncertain  paths  of  the  future  which  stretch  out  before  us. 

H.  M.  M.  Richards. 


Donations  Received  by  the  Society. 

The  Palatinate  Ermentrout  Escutcheon,  by  Baron  Ran- 
dolph von  Irmtrout,  of  Nassau,  Germany,  through  the 
Hon.  Daniel  Ermentrout. 

History  of  Friedens  Church  at  the  Little  Schuylkill,  by 
its  author  and  pastor.  Rev.  H.  A.  Weller. 

Annals  of  the  Spangler  families  of  York  County,  Pa., 
by  E.  W.  Spangler,  Esq. 

Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Annual  Reports  of  the  Society  for 
the  History  of  the  Germans  in  Maryland. 

Genealogy  of  Christopher  Heller,  by  Wm.  J.  Heller, 
Esq. 

Historical  Address,  Semi-Centennial  Celebration  of 
Muhlenberg  College,  Allentown,  Pa.,  June  23,  1898,  by 
Rev.  F.  J.  F.  Schantz,  D.D. 

History  of  Germans  in  Indiana,  by  W.  A.  Fritsch. 

History  of  the  Brickerville  Congregation  (Ev.  Luth- 
eran) of  Lancaster  County,  by  Rev.  F.  J.  F.  Schantz,  D.D. 

Decennial  Register,  Pennsylvania  Society  Sons  of  the 
Revolution,  by  E.  A.  Weaver,  Esq.,  Secretary. 

Charter,  By-Laws,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Wyom- 
ing Historical  and  Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
presented  by  the  Society. 

Group  of  photos  representing  living  representatives  of 
five  generations,  by  Rev.  C.  J.  Cooper,  D.D. 

Pennsylvania  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Proceed- 
ings 1898,  1899. 
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Proceedings  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  46th 
annual  meeting. 

Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  Annual  Reports  of  the  Society 
for  the  History  of  the  Germans  in  Maryland. 

Vol.  2 — Publication  Montgomery  County  Historical  So- 
ciety. 

An  admirable  paper  on  "  The  Capabilities  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania German  Dialect  for  Poetic  Expression  "  was  read 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Max  Hark,  D.D.,  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  to 
appear  as  a  supplemental  volume  to  the  annual  publication. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  election  of  officers,  which  then  took  place,  resulted 
as  follows:  President,  Rev.  F.  J.  F.  Schantz,  D.D.,  of 
Myerstown,  Pa.  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Hon.  G.  A.  Endlich, 
LL.D.,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  and  Hon.  Christopher  Heydrich, 
of  Franklin,  Pa.  ;  Secretary  (term  not  expired) ;  Treas- 
urer, Julius  F.  Sachse,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Executive 
Committee,  Hon.  Maurice  C.  Eby,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.  ; 
Abraham  S.  Schropp,  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.  ;  Rev.  L.  Kry- 
der  Evans,  D.D.,  of  Pottstown,  Pa.;  Dr.  John  Franklin 
Mentzer,  of  Ephrata,  Pa.,  the  first  two  to  fill  unexpired 
terms. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to  the  reading  of  the 
papers  to  appear  in  the  coming  annual  volume,  and,  later, 
to  visiting  the  many  places  of  great  historic  interest  in  the 
vicinity. 

The  Evening. 

A  grand  reception,  from  7  to  9  P.  M.,  at  the  Hotel  Co- 
calico  was  followed  by  an  excellent  banquet,  at  which 
more  than  one  hundred  members  and  ladies  were  present. 
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The  Hon.  Henry  Houck  presided  as  toast  master  in  a  most 
acceptable  manner ;  excellent  music  was  rendered  by  W. 
F.  Rothenberger's  orchestra,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
responded  to  formal  toasts  : 

<«John  Conrad  Beissel,"  Rev.  J.  Max  Hark,  D.D.  ; 
"What  Signifies  a  Pedigree,"  Hon.  Wm.  Beidelman ; 
"Our  Old  German  Printers,"  Rev.  Theo.  E.  Schmauk, 
D.D.  ;  "  Der  Arme  Unkel  Ned,"  A.  C.  Reinoehl,  Esq. 
Besides  which  informal  addresses  were  made  by  O.  S. 
Henninger,  Esq.,  Dr.  Evans  and  others. 

So  ended  another  successful  and  most  pleasant  gather- 
ing of  the  Society. 


irn  /llbemoriam. 
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Haratin  Trexler. 

Horatio  Trexler  was  born  in  Longswamp,  Berks  Co., 
Pa.,  in  1813.  He  was  the  son  of  Reuben  Trexler,  b. 
November  22,  1781  (Berks  Co.,  Pa.),  d.  April  29,  1846, 
who  was  son  of  Peter  Trexler,  b.  August  15,  1748  (Lehigh 
Co.,  Pa.),  d.  March  13,  1828.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  forty- 
three  members  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the 
First  Federal  Constitution,  1787.  The  Trexler  family 
came  to  Berks  County,  Pa.,  prior  to  1720. 

Mr.  Trexler's  mother  was  Anna  Lesher,  b.  November 
30,  1791  (Berks  Co.),  d.  May  12,  1848,  who  was  dau.  of 
Jacob  Lesher,  b.  December  27,  1764  (Berks  Co.),  d. 
March  5,  1843,  who  was  son  of  John  Lesher,  b.  January 
5,  171 1  (Germany),  d.  April  5,  1794,  who  was  son  of 
Nicholas  Lesher,  b.  1667  (Germany),  d.  1750.  The  above 
John  Lesher  was  Captain  in  Colonel  John  Patton's  regi- 
ment, 1776,  also  appointed  Commissioner  of  Supplies  for 
the  Continental  Army,  January  20,  1778.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  State  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  Pennsylvania  and  afterwards  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  from  Berks 
County  serving  six  years. 

Mr.  Trexler  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  1830, 
continuing  in  the  same  until  1834  when  he  superintended  his 
father's  iron  works  consisting  of  the  Mary  Ann  charcoal 
blast  furnace,  in  Longswamp,  and  two  bar-iron  forges  in 
District  township.     In  1837  he  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
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furnace  and  became  the  owner  of  the  Mary  Ann  furnace 
which  he  continued  to  operate  until  1869. 

In  1848  he  removed  to  Reading,  Pa.,  and,  in  1853, 
bought  a  quarter  interest  in  the  Reading  Iron  Works.  In 
1864  he  was  elected  a  Director  of  the  National  Union 
Bank,  becoming  its  President  September  9,  1873,  which 
position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  In  i860  he 
was  elected  President  of  the  Reading  Gas  Company  and 
remained  such  until  his  death.  At  this  time  he  was  also 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Charles  Evans  Cemetery  Com- 
pany, having  served  in  that  capacity  for  thirty-six  years. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and,  naturally,  became  a  Repub- 
lican in  later  years,  always  staunchly  advocating  the  plat- 
form of  that  party. 

Mr.  Trexler  was  a  prominent  member  and  officer  of  St. 
James'  Lutheran  Church,  Reading,  Pa.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Hunter,  of  whose  issue  there  survive  two  daugh- 
ters, Mrs.  George  B.  Eckert  and  Mrs.  Henry  May  Keim, 
both  of  Reading.  He  next  married  Miss  Mary  Louise 
Bell,  who  died  February  6,  1900,  barely  one  month  before 
him.  There  also  survives  him  one  brother,  William  Trex- 
ler, of  Longswamp,  His  death,  at  7  -.30  A.  M.  on  Mon- 
day, March  19,  1900,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year,  was  due 
to  the  infirmities  of  age. 

Mr.  Trexler  became  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania- 
German  Society  on  January  9,  1895. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 


Obituary  Record.  31 


Dr.  Charles  JanBway  Stille. 

Dr.  Charles  Janeway  Stille,  former  Provost  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Philadelphia  on  Sep- 
tember 23,  1819.  His  ancestors  accompanied  Printz,  the 
first  Governor  of  the  Swedish  colony  on  the  Delaware,  to 
this  country  in  1641. 

Dr.  Stille  was  educated  successively  at  the  academical 
department  of  the  Pennsylvania  University,  the  Edge  Hill 
School,  Princeton  and  Yale  Colleges,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated, with  honors,  in  1839.  ^^  ^^^^  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1842,  having  studied  law  under  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll. 

During  the  Civil  War  he  was  actively  identified  with  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  and  issued  various  patri- 
otic pamphlets  which  attracted  wide  attention. 

In  May,  1866,  he  was  called  to  the  professor's  chair  of 
history  and  literature  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and,  in  June,  1868,  chosen  unanimously  as  provost,  vice 
Dr.  Goodwin  resigned.  In  the  summer  of  1868  Yale  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws.  After  the 
close  of  the  Centennial  Exposition  Dr.  Stille  was  elected 
to  the  John  Welsh  Centennial  Chair  of  History  and  English 
Literature,  and  remained  at  the  University  filling  his  dual 
role  until  1880  when  succeeded  by  Dr.  William  Pepper  as 
provost.  In  1881  he  resigned  his  chair.  During  his  in- 
cumbency fully  $2,000,000  of  contributions  were  received 
by  the  University. 

He  was  identified  with  historical  researches  and  studies 
all  his  life.  Long  the  president  of  the  Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania  he  published  for  it,  in  1891,   "The  Life 
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and  Times  of  John  Dickinson,  1732-1808."  He  was  the 
author,  besides,  of  "  Major  General  Anthony  Wayne  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Line  in  the  Continental  Army,"  and  of 
"  Beaumarchais  and  'the  Lost  Million,'"  a  chapter  in  the 
secret  history  of  the  American  Revolution. 

In  1846  Dr.  Stille  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Dulles, 
daughter  of  Joseph  H.  Dulles,  who  survives  him.  He  left 
no  children.  His  death,  caused  by  heart  failure,  occurred 
at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  on  August  11,  1899. 

He  was  elected  to  honorary  membership  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania-German Society  on  October  15,  1896. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 
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Hnn.  Daniel  Ermentrnut. 

Hon.  Daniel  Ermentrout  was  born  in  Reading,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  January  24,  1837,  and  came  from  an  old  and 
prominent  Berks  County  family.  He  was  the  son  of 
William  Ermentrout,  b.  December  12,  1799,  d.  January 
21,  1880  (m.  Justina  Silvis,  b.  June  9,  1804,  d.  January 
12,  1882),  who  was  son  of  John  Ermentrout,  b.  April  27, 
1777,  d.  Mar.  27,  185 1  (m.  Maria  Magdalena  Moyer), 
who  was  son  of  Christopher  Ermentrout,  b.  February  8, 
1754,  d.  April  5,  1825,  who  was  son  of  John  Ermentrout, 
who  emigrated  from  the  German  Palatinate  to  Pennsyl- 
vania in  August,  1739.  The  family  is  still  represented  in 
the  German  nobility. 

His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place,  at  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  with  honor,  and  at  Elmwood  College,  of  Nor- 
ristown.  Pa.  After  leaving  the  latter  place  he  began  his 
legal  studies  under  Judge  David  F.  Gordon,  at  the  same 
time  teaching  school.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Berks 
County  Bar  August  3,  1859,  ^"^  rapidly  rose  in  his  chosen 
profession.  He  was  honored,  in  1862,  by  election  as  Dis- 
trict Attorney  for  three  years  ;  was  Solicitor  for  the  city  of 
Reading  from  1867-70  ;  State  Senator  in  1873  for  a  period 
of  three  years  and  reelected  in  1876  for  four  years ;  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  School  Control  for  a  number  of 
years;  appointed,  October,  1877,  by  Governor  Hartranft, 
a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Statuary  Committee,  and 
was  instrumental   in    having    his   State  represented  by  a 
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statue  of  Major-General  Peter  Muhlenberg,  of  Revolution- 
ary fame,  in  the  Statuary  Hall  of  the  National  Capitol,  on 
which  occasion  his  address  was  of  marked  ability ;  was 
several  times  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Com- 
mittee of  Berks  County,  and  a  delegate  to  many  State  and 
National  conventions. 

In  1880  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  47th  Congress, 
to  represent  Berks  County,  then  constituting  the  Eighth 
Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  suc- 
cessively in  the  48th,  49th  and  50th  Congresses,  his  ser- 
vices ending  March  4,  1889.  During  this  time  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Committees  on  Accounts,  Banking  and 
Currency,  Military  Affairs,  Postoffice  and  Post  Roads, 
and  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Election  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice-President.  He  was  elected  again,  in  1896, 
to  represent  Berks  and  Lehigh  Counties,  constituting  the 
Ninth  Congressional  District,  in  the  55th  Congress,  and 
was  reelected  in  1898  for  another  two  years,  and  was  thus 
serving  his  sixth  term  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

Mr.  Ermentrout,  while  in  Congress,  most  ably  and  cred- 
itably represented  his  party,  the  Democratic,  of  which  he 
was  a  strong  adherent.  At  the  same  time,  in  matters  of 
general  interest,  he  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  benefit 
his  district,  home  and  constituents  irrespective  of  party. 
He  was  a  man  of  most  generous  impulses  and  unassuming 
in  his  manners.  He  was  willing  at  all  times  to  give  a 
patient  hearing  to  every  one  and  never  wearied  in  his 
efforts  to  aid  the  many  who  sought  his  assistance.  In  this 
work  he  made  no  discrimination  between  those  who  were 
rich  or  poor,  white  or  black.  Republican  or  Democratic, 
but  his  sympathy  and  help  went  to  all  alike.  Probably  no 
one  was  better  known  to  all  and  he  was  well  entitled  to 
the  affectionate  name  of  "  Uncle  Daniel,"  which  was  uni- 
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versally  given  him.      In  all  his   public   acts   no   stain  of 
dishonor  rests  upon  his  name. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  for 
upwards  of  twenty  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Charles  Evans  Cemetery. 

He  was  married  to  Adelaide  Louise,  daughter  of  John 
Metzger,  of  Lancaster,  who  survives  him,  with  a  son,  Fitz 
Daniel,  and  daughter,  Adelaide  Louise. 

His  death,  at  6  A.  M.  on  Sunday,  September  17,  1899, 
resulted  from  the  accidental  lodging  of  a  piece  of  food  in 
his  esophagus. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  Historical  Society  of  Berks  County,  the 
Americus  Club  and  other  societies,  and  was  elected  to 
membership  in  the  Pennsylvania-German  Society  on  Jan- 
uary 12,  1894. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 
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Rev.  Matthias  Sheeleighi  11  .S. 

Rev.  Matthias  Sheeleigh,  D.D.,  was  born  at  Charles- 
town,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on  December  29,  1821.  He  was 
the  son  of  Jesse  Sheeleigh,  b.  November  9,  1793,  d.  August 
16,  1830  (married  Mary  Orner,  b.  May  3,  1796,  d.  April 
3,  1876,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Orner,  nee  Schmidt,  b. 
1774,  d.  1849,  granddaughter  of  Elizabeth  Orner,  nee 
Ludwig,  b.  1748,  d.  1808),  son  of  John  Sheeleigh,  d.  1800, 
son  of  Valentine  Sheeleigh,  son  of  Philip  Sheeleigh,  who 
emigrated  from  Germany  in  1732  and  settled  on  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land  located  within  a  mile  of  the 
present  town  of  Schwenksville,  Montgomery  County,  Pa. 

Dr.  Sheeleigh  was  a  graduate  of  Pennsylvania  College 
and  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.  He  en- 
tered the  ministry  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
1852,  his  first  charge  being  at  Valatie,  N.  Y.,  with  suc- 
ceeding charges  at  Minersville,  Pa.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  Stewartsville,  N.  J.  In  1869  he  became  pastor  of 
Zion  Lutheran  Church,  Whitemarsh,  near  Fort  Washing- 
ton, Pa.,  which  he  served  faithfully  until  1895,  and  dur- 
ing twenty-three  years  of  this  time  also  ministered  to  the 
Upper  Dublin  congregation  nearby. 

After  relinquishing  active  church  work  he  still  continued 
his  editorial  duties  on  the  "  Lutheran  Sunday-school  Her- 
ald" and  "  Lutheran  Almanac,"  with  which  he  had  been 
connected  thirty  years.  He  was  President  and  Secretary 
of  the  General  Synod  for  several  years  and  filled  a  chair 
with  the  Lutheran  Publishing  Society. 

He  was  the  author  of  numerous  poems,  local  historical 
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papers  and  hymns,  all  of  value  ;  was  a  member  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Montgomery 
County  Historical  Society,  and  was  considered  an  author- 
ity on  all  matters  of  local  history. 

He  was  called  to  his  eternal  reward  on  Sunday  night, 
July  15,  1900,  and  is  survived  by  his  widow  and  four 
children,  Luther,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  ;  Elizabeth  and 
Grace  M.,  of  Fort  Washington,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  V.  S.  G. 
Rupp,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Dr.  Sheeleigh  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania-German Society  on  April  15,  1891,  and  continued 
an  active  and  valued  member  of  it  to  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 
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James  Ernest  Schwartz. 

James  Ernest  Schwartz  was  born  in  Allegheny,  Pa.,  on 
March  9,  1843.  He  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Loeser  Schwartz, 
b.  December  20,  1816,  d.  May  3,  1868,  and  Eveline,  nee 
McDowell,  b.  August  22,  1823  (daughter  of  James  Mc- 
Dowell, b.  October  21,  1771,  d.  August  22,  1850,  son  of 
John.  The  McDowell  family  settled  in  Franklin  and 
Cumberland  Counties,  coming  from  the  north  of  Ireland 
early  in  the  i8th  century),  son  of  Conrad  Schwartz,  b. 
December  6,  1784,  d.  October  9,  1818  (m.  Mary  Pinker- 
ton,  b.  February  20,  1788),  son  John  (?),  son  Conrath 
Schwartz,  who  emigrated  from  the  German  Palatinate, 
reaching  this  country  September  3,  1789,  on  the  ship 
*'  Friendship"  (married  Anna  Maria  Loeser). 

His  father,  Jacob,  was  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  being  for  many  years  partner  in  the  whole- 
sale drug  house  of  B.  A.  Fahnestock  &  Co.,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  also  in  the  white 
lead  manufacturing  firm  of  Fahnestock,  Hazlet  &  Schwartz. 

His  ancestor,  Conrath,  the  emigrant,  was  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  being  County  Commissioner  in 
1805,  Burgess  of  Lancaster  in  1786,  1802  and  1805,  and 
the  first  president,  probably,  of  the  first  bank  in  Lancas- 
ter, now  known  as  "The  Farmers'  National  Bank." 
Through  Anna  Maria  Loeser,  wife  of  Conrath,  he  was 
descended  from  John  Jacob  Loeser,  one  of  the  earliest 
educators  of  Lancaster  County,  being  sent  from  Germany 
expressly  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.    Schwartz    received    his    education    in    the   private 
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schools  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  Western  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  his  business 
career  in  his  father's  office,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
brought  a  speedy  interruption.  His  services  during  the  war 
were  of  a  most  honorable  character.  He  first  served  as  a 
corporal  in  the  14th  Regt.  Penn.  Vols.,  then  reenlisted  as 
a  sergeant  in  Knapp's  Penna.  Battery  A.  He  was  promo- 
ted to  Lieutenant,  and,  during  1864,  was  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant  General  of  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col. 
Warner.  In  1865  he  was  commissioned  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  22d  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  became 
Acting  Regimental  Quartermaster,  Commissary  of  Mus- 
ters, Assistant  Provost  Marshal  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
Mustering  Officer  First  Division,  25th  Army  Corps.  He 
was  promoted  to  Captain  in  the  Regular  Army,  but  re- 
signed shortly  afterwards  because  of  his  father's  ill  health. 
After  the  war  he  served  for  several  years  as  Captain  of 
Knapp's  Battery,  N.  G.  P.  He  also  resumed  his  business 
career,  and  at  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1868,  and  the  de- 
cease of  most  of  the  other  partners  about  the  same  time, 
became  the  head  of  the  establishment.  He  remained  such 
until  about  1872,  when  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the 
wholesale  drug  and  white  lead  business  and  organized 
"  The  Pennsylvania  Lead  Co.,"  for  the  purpose  of  refin- 
ing lead,  silver  and  gold ;  which  was  among  the  earliest 
works  of  its  character.  Previous  to  this  time  most  of  the 
pig  lead,  used  by  the  white  lead  manufacturers  of  west- 
ern Pennsylvania,  was  imported,  but  Mr.  Schwartz  lived 
to  see  the  day  when  his  company  exported  to  Europe 
large  quantities  of  both  lead  and  silver.  As  a  western  con- 
nection, the  necessity  for  which  became  apparent,  he  pur- 
chased later  the  Mingo  Furnace  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
He  remained  as  President  of  these  companies  until  their 
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incorporation  with  the  "  American  Smelting  and  Refining 
Co,"  in  1898.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  and 
President  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Chartiers  and  Youghigheny 
R.  R.,  as  well  as  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  the 
oldest  bank  in  that  city. 

In  January,  1897,  he  had  a  stroke  of  apoplexy,  from 
which  he  partially  recovered.  Upon  the  advice  of  his 
physician  he  went  abroad  in  October,  1899,  but  his  earthly 
career  was  terminated  on  May  16,  1900,  in  Dresden,  Ger- 
many, by  another  severe  apoplectic  attack. 

He  was  married,  on  February  27,  1868,  to  Miss  Emma 
Nicholson,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  who  survives  him,  with  two 
sons,  Messrs.  F.  N.  Schwartz  and  J.  L.  Schwartz. 

Mr.  Schwartz  was  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Historical  Society  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  Military  Order  Loyal  Legion,  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  Duquesne  Club,  and  became  an 
honored  member  of  the  Pennsylvania-German  Society  on 
July  20,  1894. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 
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